
                

 

This month we focus on life giving godly practices. We know from experience that poor habits have a detrimental effect upon our lives. I.e., 

Poor habits of sleep, diet, exercise lead to poor health. The way we live matters!                                                                                        
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As followers of Jesus, we have the opportunity to experience the blessing of life-giving godly habits and practices. Jesus won New Life - eternal 

life – for us. This eternal life is a free gift (R 6:23). And it is not just living forever, it is a certain kind or way of life; a God honouring life. 

It is the Jesus life! It is a way of life opposite to an ungodly life. Ungodly living, ungodly practices, counter what Jesus has done for us (Jude 

v15). They work against us and undermine our lives. 

For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to 

you from your ancestors, (1 Peter 1:18 NIV) 

To discover what this life is all about we look to Jesus’ example and the instruction of His Word. And today I would like to talk about: The 

giving life. 

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their 

hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be 

generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may 

take hold of the life that is truly life (1 Timothy 6:17-19). 

No one could argue that Jesus was not a giver. He modelled for us a life of doing good; being rich in good deeds, generous, and willingness to 

share. This is the life that truly is life. We have the opportunity to follow Jesus’ example and enter into the joyous, eternally rewarding, life of 

generous and sacrificial giving. 

For us, it is not an isolated act. It is a way of life. 

A few comments about this passage: 

• We need to have an eternal perspective. Jesus did not come to build a life for himself in the present. He came to lay down His life to 

bring life to others forever. His giving was with eternity in mind. 

• Command! It’s not an optional extra. Jesus’ commands are not burdensome (1 Jn 5:2-4) but life giving (you have the words of eternal 

life – Jn 6:68). Is He LORD of every aspect of our lives? If he is not Lord of all, He’s not Lord at all. He came to set us free from 

disobedience to God – and the curse that resulted from that (Gal 3:13). Disobeying God is idolatry. And idols enslave us. Mammon is 

a particularly deceptive and life destroying spirit/idol (Matt 6:24). 

• Put your hope in God not in wealth. One of the key reasons people resist the idea of generous sacrificial giving is that their hope is 

still in wealth, not in God. I.e., the rich young ruler (Mark 10:17ff). The giving life is an expression of our trust that God is the source! 

• We have a God given stewardship. Whatever God has graced us with - placed in our hands - is to be utilized in godly ways – God 

honouring ways.  

• ‘Riches in this world’ is not the goal for the follower of Jesus. The goal is to use the resources we have been given to serve. Yes, we 

can enjoy what He gives us (v 17), but we must learn to be good stewards of what He has entrusted to us and to use what we have to 

serve; to do good, to be RICH in good deeds, to be generous, and willing to share. 

 

When we stand before the Lord on that great Day, we will not be able to present to Him that which we have accumulated materially 

but, rather, a testimony of what we have done with what He has placed in our hands: Time, Talents, Treasure. 

Here’s a thought! We will never ever regret stepping into the life-giving godly practice of generous sacrificial giving. Never! 

What does the giving life look like? 

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good 

work (2 Corinthians 9:7-8). Read verse 6 to 15. 

1. Planned giving. Decide. A decision takes planning. Joy and I give first before anything else (Prov 3). We give a certain amount. The 

biblical standard is the tithe (Mal 3). We tithe to the local church; we give also to World Missions and to projects that help the poor, 

and more. If you want to step into God’s miracle supply start tithing. He can do with the 90% a lot more than you and I can do with 

the 100%. 

2. Planned serving/volunteering.  Decide and do. The only way the work of Christ can continue in a Nation is for local churches to 

flourish. But I haven’t got time? Mmmm? This may also mean volunteering in other contexts. Serving: a way of life in every context. 

The life that truly is life: 

The giving life.  

 

 



3. Seizing the opportunity to make a sacrifice – regularly. they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to 

the Lord’s people (2 Cor 8:4). The Macedonians were in poverty yet……. 

• Make sacrifices for your spouse, family members, church, work colleagues, World Missions, friends, people you don’t 

know, and for people who can do nothing in return. And do it as if you are washing Jesus’ feet (Matt 25:40).  

4. Sharing what you have. The more you share, the more you will have to share. A God backed guarantee! 

5. Giving joyfully. And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches (2 

Cor. 8:1). But since you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have 

kindled in you --see that you also excel in this grace of giving (v7). Friends! WE get to do this! It is a grace God has given us to enter 

into! The grace of giving – the giving life. PTL! 

 


