
  

 

 

 

Those who accepted his message (the gospel) were baptized, and about three thousand 

were added to their number that day. They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching 

and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at 

the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles (Acts 2:41-43). 

That which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 

fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 

Christ.… If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do 

not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 

with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:3, 6–

7).                                                                                                       copyright@gcromeFeb2021 

(GK) Koinonia. This Greek word is translated in different ways in English translations of 

various verses to convey a particular aspect of its meaning. 

Usage: (lit: partnership) (a) contributory help (2 Cor. 9:13), participation (Acts 2), (b) 

sharing in (Phil. 3:10), communion, (c) spiritual fellowship, a fellowship in the spirit (1 

John; Acts 2) (Strong’s Con.). 

Taken as a dynamic whole, koinonia conveys the full scope of our intimate union 

together in Christ. 

“It involves active participation in Christian community: sharing in spiritual blessings and 

giving material blessings. E.g., Gentile believers in Macedonia had nothing in common 

with the Jewish believers in Jerusalem except Christ” (Rom 15:26–27). Koinonia: What the 

Bible Means by "Fellowship" (biblestudytools.com). 

Our commonality in Christ is expressed partly through koinonia. Note Acts 2: 44: Their 

fellowship led to sharing. The had all things in common ESV; shared everything they had 

NLT, etc.  

We can travel anywhere on the planet and find people with whom we have an 

indissoluble bond – in Christ. People from every tribe, tongue, and people group. 

The spiritual union we have in Christ outworks in very visible and practical ways. 

So, to the koinonia lifestyle. 

Like all our relationships, we have both personal blessings and personal responsibilities. 

Personal blessings 

What a great joy to be a member of Christ’s Church, His Body, Bride, family. His blood was 

shed so that each one of us may become part of His forever family.  And I think of the 

immense good I have experienced from being connected into my local church. PTL! 

Personal responsibility 

Having received so much from the Lord and from the fellowship of the local church it is 

only right that I give back. And it is our call to do so. Each one of us has been given the 

responsibility of being a blessing to others; to contribute to the well-being of our brothers 

and sisters in Christ.  

Here are some keys to living the koinonia lifestyle, and which leads to authentic 

Community in the local church. 

Time with! To shift beyond the superficial to authentic meaningful community we must 

have time together. We see the devotion of those first Christians to spending time 

together (Acts 2:41-43). Serving together; volunteering; Connect groups; meals and coffee 

together; etc take us beyond a quick hello on Sunday and create the context for deeper 

fellowship and friendship. They devoted themselves to it. 

Listen. I mean really listen and not just with our ears, but with our hearts. Seek to really 

hear people; their stories; their heart; their needs. It’s about taking genuine interest in 

people - in the other. “I am here for you”. The person who learns the art of truly listening 

will have deeper, more loving, and more authentic relationships. God gave us one mouth 

and two ears! When conversing with others, am I trying to genuinely ‘hear’ them?  

Serve: "What about me, it isn't fair I've had enough now I want my share. Can't you see? I 

wanna live! But you just take more than you give" (Moving Pictures band, 1982) 

Perhaps we could change the words to “it’s not about me”……. If you wanna live, give your 

life away (Jesus- Matt 16:24). We shift from consumer to contributor. The son of man did 

not come to be served but to………..? (Mark 10;45). Relationships deepen through 

partnership serving together, and in serving each other. In what ways can I serve? 

Give. It’s not an act; it’s a lifestyle. For God so loved…that he gave (John 3:16). 

Sacrifice. The son of man did not come to be served but to serve and give his life as a 

ransom for many (Mrk 10). How can I sacrifice to enhance koinonia? 
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