
  

 

 

                                                                                                                                                             

To close out the Victory of the Cross series I would like to focus on our sufferings. 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of 

all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with 

the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of 

Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. 6 If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and 

salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of 

the same sufferings we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you 

share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort (2 Corinthians 1:3-7). 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the troubles we experienced in 

the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we 

despaired of life itself. 9Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this happened 

that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10He has delivered us from 

such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On him we have set our hope that he will continue 

to deliver us, as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the 

gracious favour granted us in answer to the prayers of many. (2 Corinthians 1:8-10). 

Some important observations from Paul’s comforting and instructive letter to the Corinthian 

Church. 

We share in the sufferings of Christ. We find the comfort of God in those sufferings through Christ. 

Our patient endurance inspires others, and we develop capacity to comfort them. 

In our troubles we learn to rely on God, rather than on ourselves. 

Our hope is in God for His strength, peace, provision, and deliverance. 

Prayer is critical. 

A testimony for God’s glory results drawing people to Him. 

I particularly want to focus on verse 9. 

But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 

But this happened 

The ‘happenings’ of life, rather than leading to our downfall, can lead to our making according to 

God’s work in us. But our response is critical (see how Paul learned to rely on God end of this study).  

That WE 

‘We’ got a problem: Our propensity is to act independently from God and to replace Him with 

something else (idol). Humanity’s problem is that we are not in right relationship with God who is 

our Creator and Redeemer. Jesus fixed that problem legally. (2 Cor. 5:21 – We are made righteous). 

That we might not rely on ourselves but on God. 

On God. He is able. *Note Paul referring to the God who raises the dead. Ephesians 3:20; Micah 7:7.  

There is something pre-eminent about learning to rely on God in our lives. Its importance 

outweighs having the life of ease we so desire. And suffering provides the crucible for our learning. 

Even Jesus himself learned obedience and dependency upon God His Father through suffering 

(Hebrews 5:8). Suffering is the reality of this present age due to the fallenness of humanity. 

Suffering for Christ comes in the course of serving Him in a environment hostile to Him and to us (2 

Thes. 1:4) 

Is the pain of suffering evil? No! Pain is a warning sign (physical injury, emotional 

turmoil/breakdown; spiritual fallenness) C.S Lewis, ‘Pain is God’s megaphone’. If we turn to God, the 

experience of God’s  help and comfort in suffering has a powerful affect upon our souls and reveals 

Him to us in ways that could never come by our ease. To find His strength, soul rest, and peace 

within by His Spirit (Comforter) is liberating; to develop resilience through patient endurance, by His 

grace, is empowering - we can face anything. We learn that nothing can destroy us who are in 

Christ. As we experience God in our suffering, we discover that He is dependable and all other 

‘dependencies’ do not deliver. And in all this, our relationship with Him is strengthened. 

How did Paul learn to rely on God, who raises the dead? 

1. He set his hope on God (v10), not in the things of this world (even in outcomes). 

If we were granted ‘that’ sort after outcome, would it really fulfill our deepest needs?? 

2. He stood in faith on the promises of God (He believed God!). (v 10 – quoting Ps 34:17) 

Paul was not a defeatist, nor triumphalist. He accepted suffering as part of life in this fallen 

world and in serving God, but that God can also use it – redeem it. Through it he could 

grow in faith/trust, and that deliverance was a promise He could claim as his own. 

3. He learned that coming to God dependently in prayer was critical. (v10, 11. Phil 1:19) 

 

4. He leaned into the help of others, especially their prayers. (v8 – brothers and sisters) 

‘Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12)  

And if in this life we are not delivered from a particular atrial, we know that we are still victorious 

because of His death and resurrection. On Resurrection Day we will….?? And we learn in our 

weakness and suffering that God’s grace is indeed sufficient (2 Cor. 12). Deliverance is ours! 

As God’s people testify to the grace of God upon their lives in suffering God is glorified. And this 

was Paul’s heart, that God would be worshipped, honoured and that people would know Him. In it 

all, the comfort of God is assured through Christ. This was his experience. It can be ours. 

 

That we might not rely on 

ourselves but on God who raises 

the dead 
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We then learn to walk in right relationship 

– dependent upon Him, and not idols. 

God is present in the 

midst of the church. 


